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Singaporean in space by
[ ]
2015 - and it could be you

2,1... Lift-off! This could come true for one lucky Singaporean —who will be blasted into space

—on National Day in 2015, if plans between Singapore Space and Technology Association,

Science Centre Board and home-grown start-up In.Genius go through. Singapore-born citizens
with a pilot’s licence are invited to volunteer to be the country’s first astronaut in-training.

FULL REPORT: NEWS A8

S’pore space project
not a ‘one-ofl” event

BY DOMINIC HO
Singaporean into
space may become

H reality sooner than

one might expect — on National
Day in 2015.

That is, if all goes according to
plan following a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) signed yes-
terday between home-grown
high-tech start-up In.Genius, the
Singapore Space and Technology
Association (SSTA) and the Sci-
ence Centre Board.

The MOU, signed at the Glo-
bal Space Technology Confer-
ence, aims o develop a space-sci-
ences education programme and
send the first Singaporean into
space.

At the event held at the Shera-
ton Towers Singapore hotel, Minis-
ter in the Prime Minister’s Office
S. Iswaran, who is also Second
Minister for Home Affairs & Trade

OPES of sending a -

and Industry, announced that the
Government has established the
Office for Space Technology and
Industry. The office’s mandate is
to oversee the development of Sin-
gapore’s space industry.

But in the immediate to short
term, it will work with industry
stakeholders to realise their satel-
lite and innovation initiatives
from Singapore.

The founder of In.Genius, local
entrepreneur Marvyn Lim Seng,
said that Singapore’s first space
flight will put the country on the
“world map”. It will do so by
“achieving safe, affordable space
flight, attracting global tourists
and high-net-worth individuals”.

Mr Lim believes that the en-
deavour to send a Singapore citi-
zen into space will help to create
new high-tech jobs and space-sci-
ences- initiatives in Singapore
schools.

He added that the project is
not a “one-off” event, but part of

a larger series of flight testing for
a six-person space vehicle for
commercial space tourism.

In.Genius revealed that it is in
talks with government agencies
to facilitate planning for the
project, and is seeking coopera-
tion with local universities on
flight planning, aerodynamics
analysis and testing.

My Paper understands that Nan-
yang Technological University’s
(NTU’s) School of Mechanical Aer-
ospace Engineering has agreed to
collaborate and conduct wind-tun-
nel testing to assess aerodynamic
performance for the project.

NTU assistant professor Dan-
iel New said “this research collab-
oration will also serve as a learn-
ing platform for our students”.

Mr Jonathan Hung, president
of the SSTA, said: “Space is the
next frontier. We need local entre-
preneurs to push the envelope.”

» domho@sph.com.sg

)) How to become S’pore’s spaceman

B Applicants must be
Singapore-bom citizens.

@ Applicants must have a
pilot’s licence.

[ Selected applicants will
undergo training for the
launch, slated for
National Day in 2015.

To apply, send your
curriculum vitae to
InGenius.GoSpace @
gmail.com

Applications close
on May 30.
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